BREEDING RULES OF THE NONIUS HORSE
Approved by the General Assembly of the Hungarian Nonius Horse Breeding Association on April 17, 2003

In force from 2003

1. §. Object of breeding rules

In order to improve the quality of the Nonius horse stock the object of breeding rules is to organize the breeding works of Nonius horse, which includes any breeding and registration tasks according to the breed.

2. §. Definition of the Nonius horse

The Nonius is a sturdy and robust carriage horse bred by former stud in Mezőhegyes. Recently the aim of breeding is to preserve the breed's past and present breeding value, and to breed a traditional Hungarian warm blooded horse that has noble and unique appearance and serves especially as a driving sport horse, but can be used as a pleasure horse or for traditional agricultural works.
According to the definition above those horses are considered Nonius that comply with the requirements of the Nonius Stud Book and the offspring of these individuals mated with stallions accepted by the Association.
3. §. Registration of Nonius horses

The Nonius horse stock is registered in the Nonius Stud Book or the Nonius Horse Register by the Hungarian Nonius Horse Breeding Association (furthermore: Association) according to the criteria specified in 4. §. of these rules.

In order to assure genuineness mares registered in the Nonius Stud Book or the Nonius Horse Register must be kept under control according to the Regulations of Registration. Getting a mare under control is performed on the proposal of the owner (user, lessee).
In case the registration authority is not the Association the collection and provision of registration data of the Association members' mares is ordered by the Association empowered by the General Assembly.
4. §. Nonius Stud Book

Entering a mare in the Stud Book can be proposed by the owner by submitting the copy of the official certificate of origin and signing the admission statement if the Association after the mare has reached 2.5 years of age.
Requirements of origin:
Four generation pedigree, in which:

- the traditional lines of Nonius breed can be approved without limitation;

- Thoroughbred and Arabian ancestors that could be recognized as individuals used for improving the breed were licensed by the Association (or in former breeding work other warm blooded breeds were licensed by the prevailing breeding authority);
- unknown ancestor could be found only in the 4th generation;
- ancestor of other warm blooded breed could be found only from the 3rd generation, and non-warm blooded ancestor could not be found.
It is also a requirement of the evaluation of origin that in the 4th generation of the female branch line at least 9 points could be given according to the Association's grading system.
The offspring out of a mare that is registered in the Stud Book by a Nonius stallion that is licensed by the Association or a stallion of other breed that is licensed for improving the Nonius breed will be automatically registered in the Stud Book.

5. §. Nonius Horse Register

Entering a mare that does not meet the requirements of the Stud Book in the Nonius Horse Register can be proposed by the owner by submitting the copy of the official certificate of origin and signing the admission statement if the Association after the mare has reached 2.5 years of age.
Requirements of origin:

Four generation pedigree, in which:

- mares' offspring by purebred Nonius stallions would meet the requirements of entering in the Stud Book;
- the traditional lines of Nonius breed can be approved without limitation;

- unknown ancestor could be found only in the 3rd generation;

- ancestor of other warm blooded breed could be found only from the 2nd generation, and non-warm blooded ancestor could not be found.

6. §. Evaluation of stock mares

General evaluation of

- origin,
- exterior and
- movement.

Evaluation of origin:

The evaluation of origin is based on the certificate of four generation pedigree of the mare.

- Breed identity: (in the 4th generation of the pedigree)

Nonius ancestor
2 points

other ancestor that is approved by the breeding rules
1 point

any other or unknown ancestor
0 point

Maximum score
32 points

- Evaluation of direct ancestors:

Ancestor outstanding in the breed
4 points

Average ancestor
2 points

Undesirable ancestor
0 points

Maximum score
8 points

Total score
40 points
Evaluation of exterior:
The evaluation of exterior is performed by a committee assigned by the Association at the public breeding show according to the viewpoints of "B" type evaluation form.
Linear evaluation of exterior is not obligatory.

Before the evaluation of exterior measures should be taken (height at withers measured with stick and tape, girth's circumference, cannon's circumference).

Breed standard of the exterior:

	Subject of evaluation
	Desirable
	Acceptable
	Undesirable

	General impression
	Sturdy, with sound constitution and craggy appearance, robust, but elegant carriage horse
	Slightly rough and less proportional or finer and less craggy appearance
	Rough, heterogenous, weak or fine constitution, lack of sex character

	Head
	Characteristic, but not too rough (semi-)Roman nosed head in proportion to the body
	Slightly rough or not enough characteristic straight head
	Rough or too fine dish- or wedge-head

	Neck
	High set, medium length, well muscled, arched, poorly marked transition of the neck and withers
	Medium set, less arched
	Short, lack of muscles, vertical neck

	Withers
	Medium sized, smoothly blend into the back, well-muscled, round
	Less muscled, shorter than desirable
	Thin, humped or sunken

	Back
	Medium length, wide, well-muscled
	Slightly longer than desirable, sloping forward in a small angle
	Long, weak, lack of muscles, saddle- or roach-backed

	Loin
	Medium length, wide, tight, well-muscled
	Longer than desirable, if tight and muscled enough
	Weak, lack of muscles, sunken or humped

	Croup
	Extensive, medium length, well-muscled
	Medium sized, shorter than desirable, if muscled enough, sloping in a small angle
	Lack of muscles, small, short, sharp croup, ill-proportioned

	Chest
	Wide, medium deep, very well-muscled
	Medium wide and muscled
	Lack of muscles, narrow or too wide, carty chested

	Breast
	Deep, sickle-shaped
	Less deep and sickle-shaped
	Flat, shallow

	Genitals
	Sound, free from any injury or sickness
	
	Any kind of morphological or health disorder

	Shoulder, arm
	Long, sloping, well-muscled, enables free movement
	Slight deviance from desirable
	Short, lack of muscles, steep

	Knee, cannon, fetlock, pastern, hooves
	Large joints, clear, lean, well-set, short cannons with proper tendons, medium length pasterns in correct angle, regular hooves with intact horn in proportion to the body
	Slightly limphatic joints, longer cannons than desirable, shorter and slightly steep pasterns, corrigible hoof deformations
	Small or deformed joints, highly shrunk, long or highly limphatic cannons with weak tendons, long and weak or short and upright pasterns, non-corrigible hoof deformations (contracted hoof, loose horn, full-soled hoof)

	Hock
	Large, clear, lean, without distortion
	Deformations according to natural deterioration
	Short, narrow or cutout hock, highly spongy, serious deformations

	Legs
	Normal formation
	Fore legs slightly out-turned or pidgeon-toed, disability in proportion to natural deterioration, hind legs slightly scimitar-shaped or cow-hocked
	Serious defects of formation, deterioration not in proportion to use, hind legs sickle-shaped

	Movement
	Dynamic, regular, with action, square walk and trot with ample impulsion, hind legs should step over fore legs' track
	Slightly irregular, if dynamic square enough
	Highly irregular, dishing, short, bound and not enough dynamic movement

	Measures

Height at withers (stick)

Height at withers (tape)

Girth's circumference

Cannon's circumference
	155-165 cm

167-180 cm
180-210 cm

21-23 cm
	±5 cm (1 cm in case of cannon's circumference) deviance from desirable measures
	Greater deviance from desirable measures, underdevelopedness


Maximum score:
100 points

Evaluation of movement:

Walk and trot is appreciated according to the viewpoints of "B" type evaluation form.

Maximum score:
60 points

Total score of general evaluation:
200 points

Registration classification:
Registration classification is based on the totalized scores of origin-, exterior- and movement evaluation as a general evaluation score.

	Size
	Origin
	Exterior
	Movement
	Total score
	Class

	Standard
	25-40
	75-100
	40-60
	140-200
	I

	
	20-25
	63-75
	30-40
	113-140
	II

	<Standard
	<20
	<63
	<30
	<113
	III


Class I is representing the desirable, Class II the acceptable and Class III the undesirable type of the breed.

Special evaluation:
Based on successful Performance Test, own performance, productivity and performance of offspring mares can be qualified as follows:
Elite mare:
Each mare registered in the Stud Book, which gained at least 140 points at general evaluation, has two foals of Class I, and reached at least 60% on the Performance Test, or ranked on a national contest of any equestrian sport.

Breeding elite mare:

Each mare registered in the Stud Book, which gained at least 140 points at general evaluation, has 6 foals of which at least three is Class I mare, or performed well in any equestrian sport, or 2 are licensed stallions.

According to general and special evaluation the ranking of mares serves as a base of the support system.
7. §. Licensing of stallions

Any private- or state-owned stallion could be licensed, which meets the following requirements:
origin: gained at least 26 points on the evaluation of origin according to the requirements of Nonius Stud Book;

exterior and movement: gained at least 70 points from the total 100 on the evaluation of exterior, and at least 35 points from the total 60 on the evaluation of movement, and reached at each viewpoint half of the maximum scores;
performed successfully on the Performance Test I. or ranked in the first third on a national carriage driving contest.
Licensed stallions are classified by the Association's Breeding Committee according to the following viewpoints:

- origin

- exterior

- movement

- own performance (Performance Test, sport)

- quality of offspring.

Thus stallions are classified to the following categories:
- recommended stallion: stallions that outdo the breed's average licensed stallions in at least four viewpoints of the above mentioned, thus they could be expected to improve the breed significantly or stallions that bear rare genetic value to be preserved

- licensed stallion: stallions that are outstanding in three or less viewpoints of the above mentioned, thus they could be expected to maintain the quality of the breed or improve the breed in case of successful mating
- stallion licensed for improving the breed: stallions of breeds that are traditionally approved for improving the Nonius breed chosen by the Breeding Committee of the Association, thus could be expected to improve the quality of the breed by their type, exterior, movement and quality of their offspring. Mating with these stallions is accepted by the breeding supervisor only if the origin of the foal will be acceptable according to the breeding rules, and the crossing is performed conforming to the rules of improving the breed. Otherwise the foal should be registered with county mark.
Nonius stallions of outstanding breeding value could be qualified as head stallions by the Breeding Committee of the Association. Head stallions – irrespectively of the place where they are available – are given a head stallion name and number according to the traditional nomenclature. Head stallion names follow each other in series from 1 to 50. In the pedigree "tm." label should be written after the name of the head stallion.
Classification of stallions is reconsidered by the Breeding Committee every year, so stallions could be ranked either into higher or lower category. Breeding license could be withdrawn on justified opinion.

For organizing the use of recommended and licensed stallions the Association contracts with the owner of the stallion or in case of state-owned stallions the organization representing the owner until December 1 of the previous year. The Association informs the representative of registration authority about the contract. The catalogue of licensed stallions indicating the place where they are available is published at the yearly General Assembly of the Association.
8. §. Pairing
A pairing plan of each mare registered in the Stud Book should be sent to the Association until February 15. Pairing plan is a statement in which the owners of mares inform the supervisor of the Stud Book about their plans of keeping mares in breeding and stallions chosen for mating. Professional advice for pairing is provided by the Breeding Committee of the Association on demand.
Pairing plan should be handed in on the 'stock report and pairing plan form", which is posted by the Association. The owners of mares (Association members) should nominate the stallions chosen for mating for each mare, mares to be registered and retired mares. If the owner of a mare is intended to mate the mare with a stallion not recommended or licensed by the Association (not present in the catalogue), pairing should be accepted by the Breeding Committee of the Association.
9. §. Mating
Mating season is continuous, but it is recommended to observe the traditional spring- (from February 1 to June 30) and autumn season (from October 1 to November 30). In Nonius horse breeding besides free covering, artificial insemination with fresh or frozen semen and embryo transplantation – performed according to the concerning rules – is also accepted. Mating and insemination is regulated by breeding-, horse ENAR- (Standard Registration and Identification System) and animal healthcare instructions.
Artificial insemination

Semen used for artificial insemination should be produced at an officially approved artificial insemination station by a stallion qualified appropriate for artificial insemination.
The personnel performing artificial insemination should have a "Mating record" form obtained from the competent registration authority, in which mating should be recorded according to the concerning regulations (standard). The owner of the mare should also be provided with a mating record.
10. §. Registration of mating, foaling and the newborn foal

Foals could be registered in the Nonius Stud Book and marked as Nonius only if the pairing, mating and foaling of the mare is reported in time to the breeding supervisor of the Association or the registration authority, respectively.
Matings and foalings are reported to the breeding supervisor of the Association by the representative of breeding authority (county horse breeding officer) on the form delivered by the Association indicating the list of mares. If mating is performed with a stallion different from that was indicated in pairing plan, the breeder is obliged to report it for the competent breeding officer, who forwards the report to the Association.
Foaling of the mare should be reported to the registration authority by the owner on a "foaling report form" delivered together with mating report. On the foaling report form the foal's date of birth, sex, colour, markings, planned name and place of keeping should be indicated. If data of the foal do not correspond with that on foaling report, the foal could not be entered in the Stud Book, and brand marked as Nonius.
The breeding supervisor of the Association collates with the registration authority in every month and keeps a foal registry based on data obtained, which is provided for the competent registration authority in order to perform brand marking.
11. §. Identification, description and brand marking of foals separated from the mare

Foals should be identified and brand marked at the age of 4-10 months. Identification is based on the brand marking record, according to which the competent registration authority identifies and brand marks the foal with a hot marking tool conforming to the standard. Before brand marking the genuineness of origin should be verified by the blood's biochemical test based on polymorphism (blood group test) or DNA test. The test should be performed by an authorized laboratory.
Brand marking of a foal out of a mare registered in the Stud Book by a head stallion, or recommended or licensed stallion:

Left side of saddle spot: breed mark (N) and foal number (starting from 1 every year, serial number in the foal registry); right side of saddle spot: last two digits of the year of birth.
If the stud has an own stud brand, it can be marked on the right side of saddle spot under the year of birth. This marking does not affect the identification of the foal.

Brand marking of a foal out of a mare registered in the Nonius Horse Registry or in any other case not listed in section 10.2. should be performed according to the system applied in public breeding.
Follow-up verification of origin is possible only if each of the following requirements is fulfilled:
Follow-up verification proposal of the origin of a foal can be submitted by the owner of the foal or the head of mating station in writing to the competent county breeding officer in the following cases:

- the head of mating station misreported the mating;

- exchange of stallions wasn't recorded in the mating registry (a new mating record hasn't been made);

- semen used for artificial insemination was exchanged by mistake;

- mating wasn't reported on a mating record;

- mating records were perished by an external cause (fire, theft, flood, etc.) before collecting them from the mating station.

The proposal for follow-up verification of origin should be submitted in the year of the foal's birth, and in case of autumn foals until the age of 6 months. There's no term of preclusion, if proceedings drag.
The owner who has been proposed the verification of origin should provide the statement of the mating station's head that mating of the mare by the presumptive stallion has been performed, but it was misreported in the mating record or there's no mating record. This statement should be attached to the proposal. If the statement could not been obtained for some reason, it might be replaced by the certificate of paying the mating fee.
The county's breeding officer should make sure that the presumptive stallion possessed a valid breeding license at the time of mating, and the owner of the mare paid the mating fee.
DNA test of the foal, the foaling mare and the presumptive stallion should be performed with the cooperation of the county's breeding officer. In case of failing to report mating  the mare based on the result of DNA test that does not exclude origin the foal's pedigree might be accepted known. If DNA test does not exclude presumptive origin, the county's breeding officer reports it in a "replacement mating record", which corresponds with "LÓINFORM mating record" in data and form. On replacement mating record the date of mating column – if it couldn't be determined – should be filled in according to the rules of harem mating.
The replacement mating record and the necessary attachments (request, statement of the head of mating station, results of DNA test) are submitted by the county's breeding officer to the LÓINFORM centre. If these documents are formally appropriate, the LÓINFORM centre initiates issuing a foal number by the breeding supervisor of the Association. After getting the foal number the brand marking is performed by the county's breeding officer, and the foal is registered according to the general rules (brand marking record).
The standard charges of proceedings are determined by the Breeding Council set up by official breeding organizations. The principle is that charges should be paid by the party who has made the mistake. If it is proven that the head of mating station has not paid the registration fee of mating for the Hungarian Horse Breeding and Equestrian Organizations' Association (MLLSZ), the Association takes sanctions against the head of mating station.
12. §. Denomination of foals registered in the Stud Book

In case of foals out of mares of main registry by stallions licensed by the Association and possessing head stallion number the official registration name consists of the name of head stallion and the foal number after a hyphenation sign (e.g. Nonius XVII-23, Akitos Nonius-27, Francia Nonius I-23, etc.). Foal numbers (starting from 1 every year) are given by the breeding supervisor of the Association irrespectively from the stallion at brand marking. This foal number appears in the 11-digit identity number of the foal, and is also marked on the foal. (The Breeding Committee did not agree upon whether the head stallion's number or the mare sign (in case of mares that belong to a given family) should be marked on the foal. Members of the Committee survey the opinion of the membership, and decide about potential changes upon that.) The so called "name in use" should be written in "other names" column in the computerized registry; it does not appear on the official certificate of origin. The first part of the name of colts by non-head stallions is the place of birth, and the second part is "Nonius" and the foal number after a hyphenation sign (e.g. Balmazújváros Nonius-218, Battonya Nonius-90, etc.)
The name of fillies out of main registry mares by head stallion the name consists of the head stallion's name, the foal number after a hyphenation sign, and the name in use (e.g. Nonius XXIII-14 Babér, Akitos Nonius-18 Csillag, etc.). So the name in use is part of the officially registered name. If a new owner gives the horse another name in use, it will be indicated in "other names" column, and does not appear on the official certificate of origin. (The reason why this rule is applied is to avoid that the same ancestor appear under different names in pedigree of horses of the same origin.) The first part of the name of foals out of non-main registry mares by non-head stallions is Nonius and hyphened the foal number, and the second part is the name in use (e.g. Nonius-345 Ilike, Nonius-19 Csillag, etc.). Each foal by stallions registered in the Stud Book is given a name, the first part of which is the name of foundation stock and the second part is the foal's name in use.
The Association gives the official name of the foal together with the foal number. The owner must give the chosen name in use at brand marking of the foal.

The system of giving names in use is based on the Hungarian alphabet. Recent series have been started in 1992 with A.

13. §. Breeding show

Breeding show is an important element of the Nonius breeding project. It makes possible to qualify individuals in public, thus they can be compared to each other. Based on breeding shows the quality level of the breed can be determined for the given period of time, and the improvement or setback of breeding project can be measured.
Judges approved by the assembly of the Association evaluate horses on breeding shows.

The committee of judges make I., II. and III. awards. Individuals of the same qualification can be given the same award.

National breeding show

The largest event of the Association; the yearly assembly decides upon the place and date. Two national breeding shows might be organized in a year. Shows are financed by the organizer, the budget of the Association, tenders or other sources. Each member of the Association should be informed about national breeding shows 15 before the registration deadline.
Regional breeding show

The object of regional breeding shows is to evaluate the stock of a region in public. It makes possible to evaluate the stock of breeders who cannot afford participating in national breeding shows because of the long distance, lack of transport vehicle or financial sources. The system of regional breeding shows allows relieving of national shows, and that the best individuals of the stock present on national level.
Regional breeding shows might be organized by any breeder or breeding organization, which can undertake costs and organize the event. A local evaluation is ranked regional breeding show if it covers at least a county, furthermore a member of the Association's Breeding Committee assumes patronage of the event.
Mares' Performance Test

The Performance test is proving the stock in order to achieve quality horse breeding. It supports selection of the stock according to the given breeding object.
A standard test system has been introduced in 2001. Passing the test is also a requirement of special evaluation and obtaining financial support of the Association.

14. §. Appreciation of breeders' work

Breeders might get public appreciation for their work. Supporting necessary data is the responsibility of the breeder, and the breeding committee has the right to verify these data. Awards are made on the yearly general assembly.

Gold level breeder:

- has bred at least 3 licensed stallions of the breed

- has bred at least 15 mares of at least Class II registered in the Stud Book and/or 15 horses (brand marked as Nonius) that competed at national sport events in any equestrian sport.

Silver level breeder:

- has bred at least 2 licensed stallions of the breed

- has bred at least 10 mares of at least Class II registered in the Stud Book and/or 10 horses (brand marked as Nonius) that competed at national sport events in any equestrian sport.

Bronze level breeder:

- has bred at least 1 licensed stallions of the breed

- has bred at least 5 mares of at least Class II registered in the Stud Book and/or 5 horses (brand marked as Nonius) that competed at national sport events in any equestrian sport.

A horse that is stock mare and also competed at sport events could be evaluated in both categories. The same applies to licensed stallions.

The number of recommended stallions or Class I mares should be multiplied with 1.5, the number of head stallions, Elite, Super Elite or Breeding Elite mares should be multiplied with 2.

15. §. Closing provisions

In point of issues not regulated by these Breeding Rules the Constitution of the National Nonius Horse Breeder Association, the Horse Performance Test Code, the horse ENAR (Standard Registration and Identification System) and the Registration Instructions of the Hungarian Horse Breeder and Equestrian Sport Association should be observed.
